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DEDICATION

ThisPrehistoricLifein the NationalParksColoringBookis
dedicated to Georgia Hybels,a National Park Service
geographer who shared her time to foster ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ
interestsin fossils,cavesandnationalparks.



PRECAMBRIAN
άbefore the Cambrianέ

ThePrecambrianEonis part of 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎhistory. It spansfrom approximately4.6 billion yearsago to 541
million yearsago.

Thissectionincludesa Precambrianlife form found in someof our nationalparksin the UnitedStates.

Collenia symmetrica is an early fossil. It shows layers of sand trapped by tiny organisms(mostly

cyanobacteria)into moundsthat we call stromatolites. Stromatolitesare someof the earliest and most

widespreadforms of early prehistoric life. Fossilsof Colleniahave been found at GlacierNational Park,

Montana.





PALEOZOIC ERA
άŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜέ

ThePaleozoicErais part of 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎhistory that spansapproximately541 million yearsago to 252 million
yearsago. Thisera beganwith an explosionof new life. Newanddifferent oceananimalslived duringthe
Cambrian. Over time, plants and animalsevolvedto live in the oceansand on land. ThePaleozoicends
after a largedie off (extinction)of manyearlylifeformsat the endof the Permian.

Thissection includessome Paleozoiclife which have been found in some of our national parks in the
UnitedStates.

Ehmaniaweedi is an extinct group of arthropodsknown as a trilobite that lived during the Cambrian.
Fossilsof Ehmaniahavebeenfoundat YellowstoneNationalPark,Wyoming.

Pycnocrinusmultibrachiatus is a crinoid (sealilly) that lived during the Ordovician. Fossilsof Pycnocrinus

havebeenfoundat MississippiNationalRiverandRecreationArea,Minnesota.

Hughmilleria shawangunk is an extinct arthropod called an eurypterid from the Silurian. Fossilsof

Hughmilleria have been found at Delaware Water Gap National RecreationArea, New Jerseyand

Pennsylvania.

Eleutherokomma reidfordi is a brachiopod (lamp shell) that lived during the Devonian. Fossilsof

Eleutherokommahavebeenfoundat DeathValleyNationalPark,California.



PALEOZOIC ERA
(continued)

Saivodusstriatus is an earlysharkthat lived during the Mississippian. Fossilof Saivodushavebeenfound

at MammothCaveNationalPark,Kentucky.

Lepidodendronsp. is an early complex plant, sometimescalled a scale tree. It lived during the Late

Paleozoic. Fossilsof Lepidodendronhavebeenfound at Mammoth CaveNationalPark,Kentucky,andNew

RiverGorgeNationalRiver,WestVirginia.

Amaradontussantucciiis an early sharkthat lived during the Mississippian. Fossilsof Amaradontushave

beenfoundat GrandCanyonNationalPark,Arizona.

Barytichismazaphrentiforme is a horn coral that lived during the Pennsylvanian. Fossilsof Barytichisma

havebeenfoundat DinosaurNationalMonument,ColoradoandUtah.

Tupuswhitei is an earlydragonflythat lived during the Permian. Fossilremainsof Tupushavebeenfound

at GrandCanyonNationalPark,Arizona.

Supaiamerriami is a fern-like plant that lived during the Permian. Fossilsof Supaiahavebeen found at

GrandCanyonNationalPark,Arizona.

Cooperocerastexanum is an oceananimal known as a nautiloid. It lived during the Permian. Fossilsof

Cooperocerashavebeenfoundat GuadalupeMountainsNationalPark,Texas.








